ROBESPIERRE
the just, while vice is punished by the opposite feeling
in the heart of the unrighteous.
Divine revelation through the Bible, or any other
book, has little place in his system: "I have never
believed that God, on pain of eternal torment, required
me to possess knowledge. I, therefore, closed all the
books. There is one book accessible to all: it is the Book
of Nature, It is in this great and sublime work that I
have learned to serve and adore its Divine Author."
Nevertheless, he says of the Gospels: "The Gospels
bear such an imprint of truth, they are so striking, so
utterly inimitable, that were one to consider them as
having been invented, the inventor would be greater
than He with whom they deal". So, while not alto-
gether accepting the divinity of Christ, he admits that
"his life and death are those of a God".
Such, in brief, is the faith Rousseau preached and
Robespierre accepted. Its chief characteristic was a lack
of definiteness, which allowed a great deal of room for
spiritual adventuring. Its cardinal articles of faith were
belief in the existence of a Supreme Being and the
immortality of the Soul.
Robespierre and the Girondins clashed on this, as
they did on almost everything else. While some of the
Girondins were Deists, others—following the upper-
class fashion of the day—were atheists. But those whom
Robespierre called "the people"—the workmen, arti-
sans, peasants, small shopkeepers—had little time for
fashion. They lacked the education necessary to indulge
in philosophical speculations regarding the existence
of the Deity. Many of them saw in the Church an ally
of their oppressors, and the Church's rigid dogma like-
wise harmonized ill with the new ideas of liberty they
had acquired; but it would be a misconception of the
popular mind to believe that (except in the case of a
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